
 
 
 
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 
 

CHANTEST SIGNS RESEARCH COLLABORATION 
AGREEMENT WITH THE FDA 

 
Goal:  To Improve Preclinical Cardiac Risk Assessments 

 
 
Cleveland, OH (June 9, 2011) – ChanTest Corporation has entered into a 
research collaboration with the U.S. Food and Drug Administration’s (FDA) 
Center for Drug Evaluation and Research (CDER). The overall goal of the 
collaboration is to improve the prediction of cardiac safety by developing 
new non-clinical assays, databases and computational models that can be 
used to assess the risk of serious cardiac events associated with drug-
induced QT prolongation. The research also will seek to identify gaps in the 
current safety testing paradigm for new drugs. 
 
“We are honored to be working on such a critical drug safety issue with the 
FDA,” said Dr. Arthur Brown, founder and Chief Scientific Officer of 
ChanTest.  “Through this collaboration, we hope to identify and evaluate new 
approaches with the potential to increase the sensitivity and specificity of 
non-clinical electrophysiological assays.” 
 
There is general agreement that the hERG assay, a primary means of 
classifying investigational drugs with the potential to prolong the QT interval, 
lacks sufficient sensitivity and specificity to predict the clinical risk of QT 
prolongation and serious ventricular arrhythmias with acceptable accuracy 
across all chemical and drug classes.  The collaboration will help to identify 
possible gaps in current safety testing while seeking to enhance an 
understanding of the cellular basis for serious clinical cardiac events 
associated with QT prolongation.   
 
About ChanTest Corporation (www.chantest.com)  

ChanTest’s mission is to serve the research, drug discovery and drug 
development needs of customers worldwide with high-value solutions for ion 
channel and GPCR biology. Since its inception in 1998, the company has 
tested compounds for more than 500 global pharmaceutical and 

http://www.chantest.com/


biotechnology companies and partners with them to speed the drug 
development process for the release of better, safer drugs. ChanTest offers 
integrated ion channel and GPCR services (GLP and non-GLP) and reagents; 
the company’s library of validated ion channel cell lines and pre-clinical 
cardiac risk assessment service portfolio are the most comprehensive 
commercially available today. Because of ChanTest’s seminal role in the pre-
clinical cardiac safety field, along with the company’s uncompromising 
commitment to quality, ChanTest has been named the “most trusted and 
most used fee-for-service provider” for ion channel screening in an 
independent survey for the past three years. ChanTest is based in Cleveland, 
Ohio. For more information, e-mail info@chantest.com. 
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